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Adjoining to Lorton, on the weft fide of the fell, lies

WHINFELL,

another parcel of the honour of Cockermouth.t—It was part of the poffeffions of
the Duke of Wharton, was fold to the late Duke of Somerfet, and defcended, with
the other eftates, to the prefent Earl of Egremont.

There are in the chapelry of Lorton four diftri¢ts, viz. Lorton, which is before
mentioned, Wythorp, Brackenthwaite, and Buttermere.

The chapel of LorTon is dedicated to St. Cuthbert, and is prefented to by
Lord Lonfdale, who derives his title by purchafe from the Fletchers of Hutton.|—
Stipend 20l. per annum.

Wyrnorp lies to the north-eaft, and has a chapel of eafe.f It defcends to the
lake of Baffenthwaite, and was parcel of the wafte of Allerdale above Derwent, and
ftands between Embleton and Thornthwaite.

« Wythorpe,

+ In the 35th King Henry VIIL it was held by three coparceners, Curwen, Egglesfield, and Mid-
dleton, by knights’ fervice, 6s. 8d. cornage, homage and fealty, feawake, and puture of the ferjeants.

|I There are four chapelwardens for the four diftrits in this parifh, one for each.

1 The chapel of Wythorp was certified at 21. 7s. part voluntary contribution, other part derived from
the wills of donors.—The name of Wythorp is fuppofed to be derived from the auythes or willows grow-
ing there. By the inquifition of knights’ fees, 35th King Henry VIIIL. John Lowther held Wythorp
by the third part of a knight’s fee, as of the honour of Cockermouth. Free-rent 1d. or a red rofe,
homage, fealty, and fuit of court at Cockermouth from three weeks to three weeks.—Stipend of the
chapel 221, per annum.

Lorton, including the Chapelries of Buttermere and Wythorp.

The tillable and inclofed lands here bear a fmall proportion to the mountainous part, the valley of But-
termere in particular is low, narrow, and crooked ; the vale of Lorton is of confiderable breadth, level
and beautiful ; in Wythorp it is neither extenfive nor level.

SoiL axp Propuck.] In Buttermere the foil is gravelly. It is alfo dry and gravelly in Brackenth-
waite. About Lorton the foil is chiefly a light loam, deep and very fertile, producing all forts of grain,
turnips and potatoes. In Wythorp the foil 1s chiefly clay, and rarher wet. The crops oats.

Sueep anp Catrir.] In the places now under our notice, about 10,500 fheep aie kept, of a heavier
breed than fome in the neighbourhood, particularly thofe at Low{water. Herfes are alfo in general of
good ftature; and black cattle weigh upon an average ten ftone and a half per quarter.

Laxss.] In Buttermere lake are pike, trout, bafs, ecls and char. The lake about half a mile in breadth.

Rivers.] The river Cocker bounds the weft fide of Buttermere and Lorton ; it contains trout, and
falmon in the fpawning feafon. This river rifes near the black-lead mines in Borrowdale, whence it
fupplies Buttermere lake, and from thence it flows through Crummock lake. The eaftern part of
Wythorp touches Baffenthwaite water. In thefe parts are feveral fmall brooks and fprings.

Roaps.] No very public ones, except that which leads from Kefwick to Cockermouth by Whinlater,
and that which paffes through Wythorp.

Quagries.] No freeftone, limeftore, or coal.—Excellent flate quarries in Buttermere.

RExTs.] On an average at Lorton 16s. per acre ; much lefs in Buttermere and Wythorp.

GeneraL Aprearance.] Proceeding from Buttermere, where the mountains are very high, fteep,
and rocky on every fide, we pafs through Brackenthwaite, there we find a mountain on the right, and
the river Cocker on the left ; and other mountains in fucceflion. The ground is dry and gravelly, the
road good, the lands flope towards the river. On the fkirts of the mountains grow fern and brufhwood ;
many trees in hedge-rows, and feveral {mall coppices fcattered.

Aurriving at LorTon, we find ourfelves in the midft of a level and fertile vale ; the mountains openin
confiderably, and not fo high as thofe to the fouthward. The quickfet hedges are good, and the fields

Q2 are
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« Wythorpe, /falium convallis, was a wafte, parcel of Allerdale above Darwent,
¢ and confequently within the barony of Egremont. It lies upon Darwent, where
* it becomes a great lake, between Embelthwaite and Thornthwaite. Dame
“ Alice Lucy, the fecond daughter and coheir of Richard Lucy, and wife to Alan
“ de Multon, fecond fon to Thomas Multon, who married the widow of Richard
“ Lucy, gave Wythorp and half of Whinfell, now Lorton, the eighth part of
* Broughton, and certain corn out of Afpatrick mill, and three meffuages and
« thirty acres of land in Caldbeck, unto John Lucy her fon by the faid Alan
< Multon, whom fhe named Lucy, and not Multon, becaufe that Lucy was the
« greater family ; and for that her elder fifter, Annabel, who married Lambert
<« Muiton, did continue the name and arms of Thomas Multon their father, in the
« family of Egremont :. fhe caufed her children to be named Lucy, and gave the
“ Lucies’ coat to her pofterity. She referved of Wythorpe a penny rent fervice,
“or a pair of fpurs; and, after it was inhabited, it was worth 10l. per annum.—
« The refidue was worth 8}. 2s. 2d. and there fhe referved a rent fervice of 3d.
“ per annum. The faid John Lucy lived in the time of King Henry HI. and
- %ing Edward I. and died in the time of King Edward 11. about the 8th year of
“ his reign. Hugh Lowther, the fon of Hugh Lowther, enjoyed Wythorpe; for
“in the 8th year of King Edward II. Chriftian, the widow of the faid John
¢ Lucy, fued him for her dower in Wythorpe. It defcended in the iflue male
* of the Lowthers unto Sir Richard Lowther, now Knight, according to the fol.
“¢ lowing pedigree:—Hugh Lowther, who died roth King Edward IiI.—Hugh
¢ Lowther, Knt. fon of Henry, died 44th King Edward I11.—Hugh Lowther, fon
* of Sir Hugh and Margaret his wife, temp. King Edward I1l.—Robert Lowther
“ died 8th King Henry VI.—Hugh Lowther, who died 15th King Edward IV.
“ — John Lowther temp. King Henry VIII.

¢ Sir Richard Lowther, temp. Elizabeth, who fold the fame in the 4th year of
“ King James, A. D. 1606, unto Richard Fletcher of Cockermouth, chapman, (the
« fon of Thomas, the fon of Henry Fletcher) who now enjoyeth the fame to him
¢ and his heirs for ever, and holdeth by the faid fervices, of Henry now Earl of
¢ Northumberland, as heir to Henry the firft of that name Earl of Northumber-
“ land, to whom Maud Lucy his wife, and laft heir of the Lucies’ lands of that
* name, in the 20th year of Richard II. gave the feignory of Allerdale.””*

‘¢ Thomas Fletcher, the father of this Richard, who purchafed Wythorp, was a
* tradefman in Cockermouth, and fo was Richard-his fon after him, whereby they
¢ gathered together a great eftate. But Richard traded not long, being content

are regular and beautiful. Clumps of trees are here and there interfperfed in the inclofures, and the
fkirts of the mountains are clothed with wood. The mountains here are not fo awful, they bear a
fmoother, and more pleafing afpeét. Here and there fine fireams of water flow from the hills and feed
the river. The yew tree delights in this fituation ; it is common even on the fides of the fells : in High

Lorton there is one of a furprifing fize, fpreading its branches on every fide to a great diftance, covering
with its fhade above three hundred feet in circuit,

‘The village of Lorton is well built, but the houfes are too near to each other.

Wythorp is fituated higher and is colder ; the lands very uneven and irregular : fome confiderable
woodland lies in that diftri®. In general the fields are fenced with good thriving quick-wood. The
fells or commons in Wythorp are neither very high nor rocky.

Gauz.] Moor-game or groufe, hares and partridge,~——sousman’s Nores.
* Denton’s MS.

“ withk
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« with the acquefts of his father.—He was afterwards knighted,|] and purcha-
“ fed divers lands befides Cockermouth of George Fletcher of Tallentire, his
« coufin-german, (the fon of Lancelot, the {fon of Henry their common grand-
« father.) He alfo purcha{ed Hutton of .......... and feated himfelf there, which,
« after his death, defcended to Henry Fletcher his fon, who purchafed a baronet’s
« patent, An. Car. and was after flain at Chefter fight, in the quarrel of that king,
« Jeaving his eftate and honaur to Sir George Fletcher, Baronet, his fon and heir,
« who now (1687) enjoys the fame, and hath made confiderable additions to both,
« His mother was a daughter of ....... Dalfton, of Dalfton. He married the lady
T daughter to ..... Lord Colraine, by whom he had iffue Henry his ¢ldeft fon;
“and after her death, he married the Lady Mary, daughter to the Earl of
« Annandale, in Scotland, and widow to George Graham, of Netherby, Baronet,
« by whom he has iffue George, his fecond fon. Sir George Fletcher died 234
“« July, 1700, was fucceeded by Sir Henry Fletcher, Baronet, his eldeft fon.—
« Sir Henry turned Papift, and died in a convent in Flanders. FHe fettled his
¢ eftate upon Thomas Fletcher, of Morefby, far life; remainder to the iffue of his
“ body ; remainder to Henry Vane, fecond fon of Mr. Vane, of Long Newton,
“ com. Durham, who enjoyed the fame.” GILPIN.

This was a mefne manor of the honour of Cockermouth. There are demefne
lands, with a capital manfion or hall-haufe, called ¥/y/borp-Hall, appertaining
thercto.* From this place fouthward, there is a continued range of high
mountains as far as Blackcomb, near Millum, which extend fouth-eaft into the
barony of Kendal and Furnefs.

BrackeNTHWIATE lies to the fouth, in the way which trayellers take to the
lakes of Buttermere and Low{water. It is faid by fome to derive its name from
the brackens or fern that abound there. Being part of the pofleffions of the
Morefbies, was purchafed by Thomas Multon, who took the name of Lucy, and
in that family it continued, till it paffed by the heirefs to the Piercies. After the
gift to the crown by the eighth Earl of Northumberland, it was granted to Lord
Grey of Wilton, and another,§ fram whom by fale it paffed to one Richard
Robinfon, clerk; and, in the defcriptions, Dale-howes and Thwaite are named,
and all lands, &c. in Brackenthwaite, and all rents, &c. in the office or collection
of the fteward of Brackenthwaite. In the 4th and sth of Philip and Mary, a
licence iffued to enable John Robinfon to alienate to Thomas Stanley, Efq. and
the Stanleys conveyed to the Fifhers.

Burtermere is another of the chapelries under Lorton.t The village is
fituated in a deep vale, which, by reafon of the mountains environing it, is very
crooked, affording a vaft variety of paftoral fcenes. The mountains are lofty, bar-
ren, and fhaken; and as they fpread, they form a gloomy theatre, in which two

II 'This Richard Fletcher entertained Mary Queen of Scots with great hofpitality at Cackermouth,
on her road from Workington to Carlifle, for which, on the acceffion of her fon James to the crown of
England, he was created knight and baronet. Tue Epirors.

# A cuftomary manor, the tenants pay arbitrary fines and heriots.

§ In the 3d King Edward VI. a licence iffucd to alicnate.

4 Certified at 1l. paid by contribution of the inhabitants ; alfo this chapel and Wythorp were ferved
by readers, except that the curate of Lorton officiated there three or four times in the year.—~Now 26l
Per annum,

great
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great lakes are collected. In thefe waters char are taken, and moft excellent trout.
The river Cocker rifes among the hills, and feeds thefe lakes.

This is parcel of the manor of Derwent fells, holden of the honour of Cocker-
mouth, and was granted by the crown to Lord Grey, with Brackenthwaite, and
pafled therewith in the feveral fubfequent fales.t

As the lake of Buttermere is one of the {cenes which are fo much admired, and
has been defcribed by public writers, we will prefent the reader with extracts from
{uch works as have chiefly poffeffed the public attention,

Mr. Weft recommended the ride to Buttermere to be made by the vale of
Newlands. He fays, thofe « who vifit the vale of Kefwick, and view the lake
« from Caftlerigg, Latrigg, Swinfide, and the vicarage, imagine inacceffible
“ mountains only remain beyond the line of that amazing tra¢t. But whoever
“ takes a ride up Newlands vale, will be agreeably furprized with fome of the fineft
“¢ folemn paftoral {cenes they have yet beheld.”’

We cannot proceed without noticing the ancient workings of a copper mine in
the vale of Newlands, at a place called Go/d/cope; an old fhaft is faid to extend from
the top of the hill to its bafe, where it reaches a level, cut through from fide to fide
of the mount, and a ftream of water from Bankbeck was conveyed to turn a drawing
machine. There is a tradition here, that the mine was wrought in the reign ot King
Henry VIIL and for fome time afterwards ; but the ore producing gold, the mine
was confidered as a royal mine, and a difpute was agitated between the crown and
the Duke of Somerfet, lord of the manor, which occafioned the works to be dif-
continued. Inthe year 1757, fome adventurers expended about 100l. and drained
the works, but did not find the metal of that quality or of a quantity fufficient to
encourage them to proceed.

Thefe copper mines were difcovered, as it is faid, by two Germans from
Augfburg, and a fuit was depending between Queen Elizabeth and Thomas, then
Earl of Northumberland, in whofe lordfhip of Derwent fells the mines were
fituated. There being more gold and filver in value than copper or lead in the
mines, they were adjudged to be the right of the crown, on an argument on the
defendant’s demurrer : and it was then pronounced as law, that where the gold and
filver extracted from the copper or lead was of greater value than the copper or
lead, the mine was a royal mine, and the property of the crown.

By the ftafute of 1ft William and Mary, ch. 30, it was enaéted, * That no mine
* of tin, copper, iron, or lead, fhould thereafter be adjudged, reputed, or taken to
“ be a royal mine, although gold or filver may be extracted out of the {ame,”
provided that all gold or filver that fhould be extracted be difpofed of at the mint
within the Tower of London. That law not proving effectual in fome cafes to
quiet the fubject, another ftatute was made in the sth year of William and Mary,
ch. 6, intituled « An act to prevent difputes and controverfies concerning royal
** mines,”” whereby it is enalted, that the proprietors of mines fhall hold and en-
joy them, ¢ Provided that their majefties, their heirs and fucceflors, and all
 claiming any royal mines under them, fhall or may have the ore of any fuch

+ In the feveral licences of alienation, the lands are thus defcribed :—All the lands called Birkmesfield
and Gatelcath, with the appurtenances in Gatefcath and Buttermere Dubbs.

¢ mine



BUTTERMERE. X2y

* mine or mines in any part of the faid kingdom of England, dominion of Wales,
« or town of Berwick upon Tweed, (other than tin ore in the counties of Devon
« and Cornwall) paying to the proprietors or owners of the faid mine or mines,
« wherein fuch ore is or fhall be found, within thirty days after the faid ore is or
« fhall be raifed and laid upon the banks of the faid mine or mines, and before the
* fame be removed from thence, the rates following; that is to fay, for all ore
« wathed, made clean, and merchantable, wherein is copper, the rate of 16s. per
« ton,—and for all ore, &c. wherein there is #/z, the rate of 40s. per ton,—and for
« all ore, &c. wherein there is 7ron, the rate of 40s. per ton,—and for all ore wathed,
« made clean, and merchantable, wherein there is /ead, the rate of gl. per ton: and
« in default of payment as aforefaid, the owner may difpofe of his ore.”

The mine in Newlands was faid to ferve not only all England, but an extenfive
foreign market, until the fmelting-houfes and works were deftroyed, and moft of
the miners flain in the civil wars. Since that event, the works have never been
revived to any account.

To return to Mr. Weft—He guides you down Swinfide, and points out a
pleafing view, though down a narrow vale, from the gate on the right, after the
traveller has paffed the firft houfes.—* The road continues winding through 2
« glade, along the fide of a rapid brook : at the hedge-row tree under Rawling-
« end, you have a new and pleafant view of the Kefwick vale. About Kefcadale,
« the laft houfes in Newlands, no traces of human induftry appear,—a// is naked
« foilitude and fimple nature. The vale now becomes a dull road or path. The
« lower parts are paflured with a motley herd, the middle tract /s 4/umed by the
« flocks, the upper regions, to man inacceflible, are abandoned to the birds of
« Jove.””—We forbear to follow Mr. Weil’s high painting: {peaking of the
approach to Newlands hawfe,— A mountain prefents itfelf in front ; and, among
« the variety of waterfalls that diftinguifhes this awful boundary, one catches the
« eye at a diftance, that exceeds Ledore in height. of rock and unity of fall.””—
He then defcribes four mountains of a fpiral form, * the more fouthern called by
« the dalefmen Hayrick, another Highcrag, a third Highfiile, and the fourth, from
« its colour, Kedpike. Between the fecond and third there is a large crater, which
« appears to have been the focus of a volcano in fome diftant period of time. Ag
« prefent it is the refervoir of water that feeds the catarac¢t near Buttermere.—Here
« all is barrennefs, folitude, and filence, interrupted only by the murmurs of a ril}
« that runs unfeen in the bottom of a deep dell.. The fmooth verdant fides of the
« vaft hills on the right have many furrows engraven in their fides by the winter
* rains ; and the fable mountains in front prefent all the horrors of cloven rock,
* broken cliff, and mountain ftreams tumbling headlong.

« You now approach the village of Buttermere, which is fituated between the
« lakes, and confifts of fixteen houfes. The chapel here is very fmall, the ftipend
“ yot lavge 5 for, though twice augmented with the queen’s bounty, it exceeds not
“ twenty pounds per annum.”’

Mr. Weft had an unhappy talent of {peaking in the language of cenfure or
ridicule of the writings of noted authors; of which we find an inftance here, as
well as in the fequel, He fays—¢ This is one of the cures Mr, Pennant mentions ;

1 bu;




128 BUTTERMERE.

— . e —_— — =

“ but the perquifites of the clog-/boes, harn-fark, whittle-gate, and goofe-gate, have
¢ no better fupport than in fome ancient, and, probably, id/e tale.

« The life of the inhabitants is purcly paftoral. A few hands are employed in
*¢ the flate quarries; the women {pin woolleh yarn,—and driwk tea. Above the
“ village you have a view of THE UPPER LAKE, two miles in length, and
“ fhort of one in breadth. It is terminated on the weftern fide by the ferraginous
““ mountain. A ftripe of cultivated ground adorns the eaftern fhore. A group
“« of houfes, called Gare/garth, is feated on the fouthern extremity, under the moft
“ extraordinary amphitheatre of mountainous rocks 7bat ever eye bebeld. Here
« we fec Honifler-crag rife to an immenfe height, flanked by two conic mountains,
« Fleetwith to the eaftern, and Scarf on the weftern fide; @ bundred mountain
“ torrents form never-failing cataraéts, that thunder and foam down the centre of
* the rock, and form the lake below. Here the rocky fcenes and mountain land-
“ fcapes are diverfified and centrafted with all that aggrandizes the objest in the
“ moft fublime flile.

“ Mr. Gray’s account of Barrowfide, and his relation of Borrowdale, are
“ byperboles ; the [port of fancy be was pleafed to indulge bimfelf in. A perfon that
* has croffed the Alps or Appenines, will meet bere only miniatures of the huge
“ vocks and precipices, the vaft bills and [now-topt mountains be faw there.t And
“ though he may obferve fuch fimilarity in the ftile, there is none in the danger.
« Skiddaw, Helvellyn, and Cachidecam, are but dwarfs when compared with
“ mount Maudite, above the lake of Geneva, and the guardian mountains on the
* Rhone. Here, if the roads in fome places be narrow and difficult, they are at leaft
« fafe. No villainous banditti haunt the mountains ; innecent people live in the
“dells. Every cottager is narrative of all he knows; and mountain virtue and
“ paftoral hofpatility are found at every farm. This conftitutesa pleafing difference
“ betwixt travelling here and on the continent, where every innholder is an extor-
¢« tioner, and every voiturin an impofing rogue.”’

The next traveller who delcribes thefe {cenes is Mr. Gilpin, from whofe work
we will make fome extracts.

“ From Kefwick we mounted the hills on the north-weft of the lake; and, on
¢ the other fide, fell into the valley of Newlands, which we traverfed from end to
“end. It was a lovely fcene, totally different from the rude valleys we had yet
“ met with. The mountains in general on this fide of the lake wear a fmoother
¢« form than thofe either on the eaft or on the fouth. Of this fmoothnefs of
¢ feature in the higher grounds, the lower participate. The mountain valleys
¢ we had hitherto feen, were rocky, wild, and defolate ; but here the idea of terror
¢« was excluded. The valley of Newlands was even adorned with the beauties of
« luxuriant nature. We travelled through groves which were fometimes open
« and fometimes clofe, with a fparkling ftream, the common attendant of thefe
¢ valleys, accompanying us through the whole fcene.

“ Having been amufed with this delightful {cenery through the fpace of three
“ miles, we entered another valley, or rather a mountain recefs, cailed the valley
“ of Gafcadale. 1 call it a recefs, becaufe it is foon terminated by a mountain
“ running athwart, which denies any further paffage. Inftead, therefore, of

1+ We cannot avoid noting thefe inconfiftencies in a popular writer.
¢ entering
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« entering Gafcadale,t we were obliged to climb the hill which forms one of its
« fides : and from the fummit we had a view not only of Gafcadale, but of mayn
« other mountain recefles, all which participate more or lefs of the fmoothnefs
< of the high grounds in their neighbourhood. Sume of them were fcooped and
“ hollowed into beautiful forms; in which wood only was wanting.

¢ The valley of Gafcadale had nothing to recommend it but novelty ; a dead
* mountain recefs, environed on every fide, except the entrance, by fmooth floping
« hills which are adorned neither with wood; nor rock, nor broken ground, but
¢ fweep down from fide to fide, with the greateft regularity. At the head of this
« recefs is a grand cafcade.”—We have no defcription of this waterfall, the fogs
interfected the traveller’s view.

“ The mountain over which we pafled is called the Hawfe, or ftoppage, the
« valley being clofed, and no other way left. This Hawfe, though not fo fteep as
“ the mountain which led us to Watenlath, was of much longer continuance, and
“ in fome parts carried us very near the edges of the precipices.

«« As we began to defcend, we breathed a purer air; and got a fight of the
« landfcape before us. It was a fcene unlike what we had juft paflfed.—Three
“ broad mountains, {loping into each other; formed a tripartite valley, centring
in one point. The furface of each mountain was fmooth to its fummit; through
¢ two of the divifions of the valley ran different ftreams, each of them as unfringed
“and fimple as the mountains they fevered. Thefe ftreams, uniting in the centre,
*“ formed a third. Thefe fmooth eoated mountains are great fources of plenty ;
‘¢ they are the nurferies of theep, which are bred here and fatted in the valleys.

« The life of a fhepherd in this country is not an Arcadian life. His occupation
¢« fubjects him to many difficulties, in the winter efpecially, when he is often
““ obliged to attend his flock on the bleak fide of a mountain, which engages him
“in many a painful vigil. And when the mountains are covered with fnow,
“ which is frequently the cafe, his employment becomes a dangerous one. It
¢ feldom happens but that fome part of his flock is fnowed up; and in preferving
“ their lives, he muft often expofe his own.

« After winding about two miles along the edge of one of thefe {mooth moun-
“ tains, we dropped at once into a beautiful vale, called

THE VALE OF BUTTERMERE,

“ the bottom of which was adorned by a lake of the fame name. This lake is
* {fmall; about a mileand a half in length, and a quarter of a mile in breadth; ofan
“ oblong form, {weeping at one end round a woody promontory. The fcenery
« about it is grand and beautiful. On the weftern fide a long range of mountainous
¢ declivity ftretches from end to end ; falling every where precipitately into the
“ water, at leaft it had that appearance to the eye, though on the fpot probably a
“ margin of meadow might extend from the bottom of the mountain. The
« caftern fide of the lake is woody, and contrafts happily with the weftern. Near
“ the bottom of this lake, is the loftieft cafcade we had ever feen. It hardly, I

+ Fallis Caprearum.—Many of the places among the mountains retain names allufive to the goate
which were depaftured thereon.——THE EpiTORS.
VOL. II. R “ think
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“ think, falls through a lefs defcent than three or four hundred yards, appearing
“ at a diftance like a white ribband bifle@ing the mountain. The people of the
* country, alluding to the whitenefs of its foam, call it Sour-milk-force.

“ The vale of Buttermere is rather confined in that part which the lake occupies.
“ Below it extends a confiderable way. Gafgarthdale opens at the head of the
“lake. Here we found two valleys formed by a mountain on each fide and one
¢ in the middle. The right hand valley was clofed by a baw/e: the left led to
“ the fcenes we fought after. The tranfition here is abrupt. We had been
« travelling all the morning among mountains perfectly fmooth, covered with
“ herbage; and now found ourfelves fuddenly among crags and rocks and preci-
« pices, as wild and hideous as any we had feen.

“ GATESGARTHDALE, into which we foon entered, is indeed a very tremendous
“{cene. It had a peculiar chara@er. Its features were its own. =1t was not a
< vifta like the valley of Watenlath, nor had it any of the fudden turns of the
« valley of Borrowdale, but it wound flowly and folemnly in one large fegment.
« It was wider alfo than either of thofe valleys ; being at leaft half a quarter of a
““ mile from fide to fide. 'The area of this valley is in general concave; the fides
« almoft perpendicular, compofed of a kind of broken craggy rock, the ruins of
¢ which every where ftrew the valley ; and give it ftill more the image of defolatjon.
“« The river alfo which runs through it, and is the principal fupply of the lake, is
“ as wild as the valley itfelf.

“ As we proceeded, the grandeur of the valley increafed. But we found the
“¢ mountains fo overhung with clouds, that we could form little judgment of theixr
““ height. Our guide told us they were twice as high as we ccu.llc]l fee. The middle
¢ of the valley is adorned, as thefe valleys in fome part often are, by a craggy hill ;
« on the top of which ftands the fragment of a rock, that looks, in Offian’s language,
“ like 1he flone of Power, the rude deity of defolation, to which the fcene is facred.,

« The vale of Buttermere, which extends many miles below the lake, is a wide
“ variegated fcene, full of rifing and falling grounds, woody in many parts ; well
¢ inhabited in fome ; fruitful and luxuriant in all, In the chearful and healthy
“ looks of the inhabitants, we met new proofs of the narrow limits in whick 2il
“ the real wanrs of life are comprized.”

It would only embarrals the reader’s mind, to furnifh more defcription than he
will derive from the extralls prefented to him. The one with the other compre-
hends every material objec which will ftrike his eye on a view. It muft fuffice
for us to add, that thefe dales do not afford any peculiar or fingular hiftory.
Paftoral life is fmooth and full of famenefs.

The under lake, called

CRUMMOCK -WATER,

is diftant from the other near a mile; the intermediate ground cultivated. It
is three miles in length, and about one mile in breadth. The fides of this lake alfo
form a high contrall to each other; the one confifting of an indented margin of
cultivated grounds and little coppices, fhooting out into various promontories,
over which a rich fcene of woodland impends from the fuperior eminences in a
beautiful manner. The oppofite fhore confifts of rocks, which arife from the

water’s
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water’s brink with a bold front, but have not a very rugged afpec: the morning
fun fhining upon them has a fine effet. The terminating objedts are fingularly
beautiful ; an eminence, {cattered over with a few trees, and thrown into inclofures
in irregular figures, is in the front; over which ftand feveral tenements, with the
chapel of Lowfwater: the back-ground confifting of the eminences of Lowfell,
oppofing a warm brown colouring to the verdant margin of the lake, clofes the
landf{cape beautifully,

There is a fine warerfall here, worthy the traveller’s attenticn.

Thefe {cenes are extremely picturefque; and, in their narrower {cale, afford the
painter finer leflons than the larger lakes, as they comprehend greater variety of
objects, drawn within the compafs of the eye without fhifting ;—a circumftance
neceflary to the painter. This lake has been lately much vifited by tourifts.

We have attempted to fay fo much of this lake, as Mr. Weft and Mr. Gilpin
have not given {o perfect a defcription of thefe fcenes, as of others which they
had vifited.

Mr. Weft’s account of Crummock-Water is to the following purport:—
“ CrRummock-WaTer foon opens after you leave the village, and pafs through an
‘“ oaken grove. A fine expanfe of water {weeps away to the right under a rocky
¢ promontory, Randon-knot, or Buttermere-hawfe. The road ferpentizes round
“ the rock, and under a rugged pyramidal craggy mountain. From the creft of
“ this rock, the whole extent of lake is difcovered. On the weftern fide, the
“ mountains rife immediately from the water’s edge, bold and abrupt. Juft in
« front, between Bleacrag and Mellbreack, are two {piral hills; the hoarfe refound-
“ ing noife of a water-fall is heard acrofs the lake, concealed within the bofom of
“ the cliff, through which it has forced its way, and when viewed from the foot of
“ the fall, is a moft aftonifhing phnomenon,

‘ The lake is beautified with three fmall ifles; one of rock lies juft before you.
* The whole eaftern fhore is diverfified with bays, the banks with fcattered trees,
“ and a few inclofures, terminated by a hanging wood. At the foot of the lake a
“ high crowned hill puthes forward, fringed with trees, and fweetly laid out with
““ inclofures ; and above it, on a cultivated flope, is the chapel of Lowes-Water,
« {furrounded with fcattered farms; behind all, Lowfell {wells his verdant front,
“a {weet contraft to his murky neighbours, and a pleafing termination, feen from
“ the top of this rock, or from the bofom of the lake.

“« The chain of pyramidal mountains, on each fide of this narrow vale, are
« extremely picturefque; they rife from diftinét bafes, and {well into the moft
« grotefque forms, and burft into rocky heads, ferrated here, and broken there.

*« Thefe lakes are of a much greater depth than Derwent, and may be the only
« reafon why they hold char, and the other does not. The char in the fummer
« months retire to the decps, probably to avoid the heat. The water here is clear,
« but not fo tranfparent as the Derwent. The outlet is at the north-eaft corner, by
« the river Cocker, over which is a handfome flone bridge of four arches.”

Mr. Gilpin proceeds thus—¢ Following the courfe of the river, as far as the
« inequalities of the ground would admit, we foon came to another lake, ftill more
« beautiful than that we had left above. The two lakes bear a great refemblance
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