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one a prolongation of the other, in its
beginiing, as the epifode of Michael’s
vifion on the mount, 1s a continuation
of it, from the exd. The fall of the
angels happened prior to the Optniflg
of the poem:—and, thus, can, with
no more propriety, be faid to be par-
allel to its fubjedt, or compared to
the plots of Dryden’s play, (where
they are really parallel,) than the
epifode of the deftrution of Troy in
Virgil, or the fhort occafional glances
into prior events, in which we are
gratified by the author of the Iliad.
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SHORT DESCRIPTIONS OF SOME

PICTURESQUE SCENES ON THE
NORTHERN LAKES,

June 8, I?SO-THE firlt fpecimens of
the Englith Apennine appear on gain-
ing the top of a hill, jut on this fide
Lancafter. For that reafon this view,
and another near Am blefide, mention-
ed in its place, are, 1 think, among the

| moft
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woods of noble old oaks that are, ab-
folutely, fairy ground :—an enchanted
foreft I—But above all, what I would
recommend to a traveller’s notice, is
the fcenery jult beyond; efpecially,
as an afternoon view. A valley opens
towards Helvellyn, who, at the dif-
tance of five or fix miles, lifts a fquare
head above the clouds, which isina
{fuperior ftile to any thing elfe he will
{ee in this country. It is an undefcri-
bable mixture of majefty, and beau-
ty. This part of Ullefwater excels
the other lakes, more, than its former
part falls fhort of them, in every re-
quifite.

Auguft 8. Rode, through Newland
valley, to a village among the moun-
tains, called Buttermire, After al-

cending
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cending a fteep hill, at the farther
end of Newland, you come fuddenly
upon a view that makes all the ::;e.-rzify
mountainous fcenes the traveller has
before beheld appear tame and infig-
nificant. The road (about two feet
broad, but often interrupted by tor-
rents,) begins to wind down to Bur-
termire; with a precipice of, at lealt,
500 feet on your right hand ;—with a
noify torrent at the bottom, and fuch
a gigantic brotherhood of mountains
on the other fide of it, as thofe who
have only feen Kefwick, Borrodale, &c.
can have little conception of, Not-
withltanding their height, and fteep-
nefs, they are, all of them, except a
prodigious, dun-coloured, furrowed
mountain to the north-eaft, totally
free from crags; and their finooth,

Q4 areen
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green fides fpotted all over with theep.
The profound filence of thefe fequeft-
ered fpots always ftrikes a folitary tra-
veller.  Here, nothing feems ever to
interrupt it but the torrent below.
After winding about two miles on the
mountain’s fide, you come down upon
Buttermire. This village lies in a,
confiderably, larger wvalley which
opens nearly at right angles with that
by which you came. It is animated
by two fine lakes, and a wonderful
amphitheatre of mountains. But of
thefe you have in your way thither
f.ecimens, which you need not expect
to fee ourdone.  There is one, how-
ever, of a very remarkable form. It
feems nearly as high as Skiddow, but
much fteeper. The whole of the up-
per lake is blackened by its thadow ;

and,
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and, from a fort of crater near its
top, it pours down a torrent, from
near-a thoufand feet, into the lake;
—Proceeded from thence to Enner-
dale, which (after attempting a fhort-
¢r way thro” impaffable moffes, and
over perpendicular mountains, which
have, in general, 2 2igzag fteep
path acrofs them) I, at laft, found.
Smith’s fine print of the water there
had made me very defirous of feeing
it. But all was difappointment, His
print is, in fa&, an entire fancy piece;
of which the firlt hints might have
been fuggelted by a view of Enner-
dale-Broadwater, as it is called., He
thought himfelf fafe from all detec-
tion, and few, I believe, but myfelf,
would have been at the trouble to
dete him.—The breed of dogs here

uncoms-
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uncommonly fierce. They continually
faften upon the traveller’s horfe, and
often put him in danger of a fall.

— 12. Spent the whole day (one
of the pleafanteft of my life) on Der-
went water. Dined in a circular, and
very pretty wooded bay, on the wef-
tern fide of the lake. Itis called, I
believe, Water-end ; and is worth the
trouble of enquiry, as, almoft, the
only beautiful fpot, purely fo, of this,
otherwife, wonderful lake. While we
were at dinner, the clouds of a very
gloomy forenoon gradually broke
away, and gave place to the moft de-
licious evening the whole feafon had
afforded. The water, every where
clear as chryftal, and of a filvery
brightnefs, became, on a fudden, to-

tally
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tally calm.  We were under fome
fteep, and fantaftically-pointed hills,
which rife, almoft perpendicularly,
from the water, but had, notwith-
ftanding, their fkirts covered with
fields of corn, now ripe for harveft,
with little patches of woodland, here
and there, and their green tops thick-
ftudded with fheep. Their cffedt, as
refleted in the water, was fuch as |
fhall, I hope, be excufed from at-
tempting to defcribe. A lJiele far-
ther, but almoft in a line with the
bottom of thefe hills, (for we were,
nearly, in the dire?ion of the range
of hills on the weft of the lake,) a
bold and abrupt promontory fhot into
the water with an old oak or two
upon its extremity. Over thefe, ap-
peared the “jaws of Borrodale,” with

1S
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